From: Lucarino, Kelli

To: ASCAVOIR@newportconstructionnj.com; Capune, William; Chu, Kenneth; Connolly, Sean; Cureton, Tracy S.;
Davis, Mark; Erway, Timothy A.; j.lane@groupmagi.com; Jason Maddox; Lou Villani; Vega, Carlos

Subject: Pollution Report #4 B3402/C3403 Marina Spill - E18206 - Progress

Date: Monday, July 02, 2018 10:20:00 AM

Attachments: B3402C3403MarinaSpill polrep 4.pdf

Attached is a Pollution Report (POLREP) regarding:

USEPA Region
B3402/C3403 Marina Spill - E18206
500 Washington Blvd., Jersey City, NJ

To view this POLREP, please open the attachment.

For additional information regarding this site,
please visit the website by clicking on this link:
http://response.epa.gov/B3402C3403MarinaSpill

Kelli Lucarino

U.S. EPA Region 2
On-Scene Coordinator
2890 Woodbridge Avenue
Edison, New Jersey 08837
(732) 321-6665 (office)
(908) 421-2628 (cell)
lucarino.kelli@epa.gov
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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
POLLUTION/SITUATION REPORT
B3402/C3403 Marina Spill - E18206 - Removal Polrep
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Region Il
Subject: POLREP #4
Progress
B3402/C3403 Marina Spill - E18206
Z2CC

Jersey City, NJ
Latitude: 40.7254944 Longitude: -74.0333498

To: Andrew Raddant, Department of Interior
Frank Csulak, National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
Eric Mosher, USEPA , Region 2, ERRD-RPB
Tim Grier, USEPA Headquarters 5202G
Joe Rotola, USEPA Region 02
Angela Carpenter, EPA Region 2
John Prince, EPA Region 2
Patrick DiGangi, NJDEP
Gary Pearson, NJDEP
National Pollution Funds Center, USCG NPFC
Pat Ryan, USCG
Walter Mugdan, EPA Region 2
Peter Lopez, EPA Region 2, Administrator
John Codd, USCG NPFC
Christopher Lyon, EPA Region 2

From: Kelli Lucarino, On-Scene Coordinator
Date: 7/2/2018
Reporting Period: 6/18/2018 - 7/1/2018

1. Introduction
1.1 Background

Site Number: Z2CC Contract Number:

D.O. Number: Action Memo Date:

Response Authority: OPA Response Type: PRP Oversight
Response Lead: EPA Incident Category: Removal Action
NPL Status: Non NPL  Operable Unit:

Mobilization Date: 5/18/2018 Start Date: 5/18/2018
Demob Date: Completion Date:

CERCLIS ID: RCRIS ID:

ERNS No.: State Notification:

FPN#: E18206 Reimbursable Account #:

1.1.1 Incident Category

OPA Incident Category: dielectric fluid filled 345 kV transmission feeder lines
1.1.2 Site Description

1.1.2.1 Location

The site is located within the Newport Marina and Yacht Club located at 500 Washington Blvd. in Jersey
City, New Jersey. The marina is tidally influenced and adjoining the Hudson River, a navigable waterway.

1.1.2.2 Description of Threat

Dielectric fluid from a subterranean transmission feeder line located within the marina basin has discharged
oil into the marina which is directly tidally influenced and adjoining the Hudson River, a navigable waterway.
The transmission lines are owned and operated by PSE&G and Consolidated Edison (Con Ed). Due to the
location of the discharge, the potential for third party claims exists for boats utilizing the marina as well as
the property owner of the marina.

1.1.3 Preliminary Removal Assessment/Removal Site Inspection Results

The USCG responded to a discharge of oil in the Newport Marina located in Jersey City, NJ on October 3,
2016. It was discovered a transmission line running from a PSE&G substation in Jersey City under the
Hudson River, Manhattan and the East River to a Con Ed substation in Brooklyn, NY was slowly leaking
dielectric fluid in the vicinity of the marina. The two transmission lines are located approximately 15 feet
beneath the sediment and the depth of water is approximately 10 feet. The USCG maintained FOSC
authority for the response and since October 3, 2016 has been working with the two Responsible Parties
(PSE&G and Con Ed) to stop the discharge of oil into the marina basin which flows to the Hudson River, a





navigable waterway. The USCG transferred FOSC authority to EPA on May 18, 2018.

To date, containment measures have been in place, a leak on one of the subterranean lines has been
identified and secured and measures to liberate oil trapped within the sediments have been taken.

2. Current Activities
2.1 Operations Section
2.1.1 Narrative

2.1.2 Response Actions to Date
Actions for this reporting period are listed below in bold font.

EPA met on-site with representatives from both RPs and the property owner on 6/28/18 to discuss
operations. PSE&G conducted pressure washing operations of the bulkhead seams from 6/21/18
through 6/25/18. The operations proved successful in liberating oil from the seams of the
bulkhead. PSE&G collected samples of the oil for analysis to ensure the composition is dielectric
fluid. Operations ceased when oil was no longer observed discharging from the seams. PSE&G
has begun operations to agitate the surface sediments in an isolated area of the marina which
appears to continue to discharge oil. The operations will continue until oil is no longer observed
rising to the surface from the sediment. PSE&G continues to maintain containment and recovery
measures within the marina.

PSE&G sent the three passive air sampling devices to the lab for analysis to ensure the addition of
the two different types of tracer material is not detected. PSE&G is awaiting the results from
samples. PSE&G will deploy an additional three air sampling devices this week.

PSE&G and Con Ed continue to discuss reducing the pressure within the transmission lines. An
anticipated date for the operation to begin has been tentatively set for the end of July.

Reporting Period 6/11/18 - 6/17/18 Actions:

EPA met on-site with representatives from both RPs, the property owner and the Case Officer from the
NPFC to discuss operations. An increase in sheen present in the containment area of the marina was
observed on 6/10/18 and again on 6/13/18, however, the sheen dissipates rapidly and is not of sufficient
volume to employ recovery mechanisms other than sorbent material. PSE&G continues to maintain
containment and recovery measures within the marina. Operations to conduct pressure washing of the
bulkhead seams is anticipated to begin on June 20, 2018.

PSE&G deployed three passive air sampling devices to ensure the addition of the two different types of
tracer material is not detected.

PSE&G and Con Ed continue to discuss reducing the pressure within the transmission lines. An
anticipated date for the operation to begin is yet to be determined.

Reporting Period 5/26/18 - 6/10/18 Actions:

EPA met on-site with representatives from both RPs and the property owner to discuss operations.
Conditions in regards to the amount of oil observed in the marina has not changed since last reporting
period. PSE&G continues to maintain containment and recovery measures within the marina. Operations
to conduct pressure washing of the bulkhead seams was discussed. PSE&G anticipates beginning this
work on June 20, 2018, when it is predicted the tide cycles will be most favorable to optimize the efficacy of
the work.

Air sample results from the samples collected in May were received. The results detected the presence of
the PFT tracer originally placed in the dielectric fluid. The PFT tracer placed in the lines after the repair was
made and the tracer placed in the nitrogen still has not been detected. PSE&G is collecting an additional
air sample to ensure the PFT placed in the dielectric fluid after the repair was made to the line is not
detected.

PSE&G and Con Ed began discussing potentially decreasing the pressure of the nitrogen in the lines. The
pressure currently averages approximately 270 psi at the New Jersey side of the system. The RPs would
like to lower the pressure to approximately 60 psi at the New Jersey side in order to aid in preserving the
integrity of the lines. The RPs have ensured EPA lowering the pressure to 60 psi will be sufficient in
keeping the lines filled with nitrogen and not allowing dielectric fluid to back flow into the lines in the marina
basin area. An anticipated date for this to occur has not yet been decided upon.

The NPFC Case Officer will be on-site on Tuesday, June 12, 2018 for a site visit and to meet with the RPs.
Reporting Period 5/18/18 - 5/25/18 Actions:

The USCG has been working with the RPs as well as the property owner to secure the discharge of oil into
the navigable waterway, the Hudson River. Actions taken to date, include the identification of a leak in the
B3402 transmission line as well as the repair of the damaged section of piping. Lancing operations of the
sediment in the vicinity of the leak location were conducted to liberate oil trapped within the sediments.
Four separate pressure/leak tests on the two transmission lines to determine if a leak is present have been
conducted by the RPs. The final of the four tests was conducted from May 10, 2018 to May 15, 2018 with
oversight from an independent third party engineering firm hired by the USCG. The results of this test along
with the other three were analyzed and determined to be inconclusive of the presence of a leak. The report
completed by the independent third party engineering firm states that while a leak is unlikely, the
methodology used for testing these types of systems cannot conclusively determine if a leak with a leak
rate of less than 0.5 gallons per day is present.

Currently, the two transmission lines are filled with nitrogen in the vicinity of the marina. However, slight
sheening is still observed periodically on a daily basis. The USCG has estimated the sheen amount to





equal to approximately 0.3 gallons per day. Prior to adding the nitrogen and removing the dielectric fluid
from the lines, a tracer fluid was added to the dielectric fluid in the B3402 line to help aid in determining if a
leak in that line was still present. To date, the tracer has not been detected in air samples or water/oil
samples collected from the site. A different tracer was added to the nitrogen which was then added to both
lines in the marina vicinity to additionally aid in determining if a leak was still present in either line. To date,
this tracer has not been detected in air samples or oil/water samples collected from the site.

EPA met with representatives from PSE&G, Con Ed and NADC on May 21, 2018 to discuss future actions.
Based on the sheen observations, it appears the sheening is originating from either the sediments in an
isolated area directly adjacent to the bulkhead of the pier or is trapped within the sheet piling of the
bulkhead or a combination of both. Actions to address the sheening were discussed and options included
flushing the area under the pier with water and conducting lancing operations within the sediments. Lancing
operations were not conducted in the area of the sheening originally because of stability issues with the
pier. A Professional Engineer determined the operation could undermine the stability of the sheet piling and
potentially cause a partial collapse of the pier by displacing the sediment. Stability issues are also a
concern with flushing the area with an immense amount of water.

Based on the minimal amount of oil currently being observed and the fact the two transmission lines are
currently filled with nitrogen in the marina basin, EPA along with the RPs and property owner determined the
best course of action at this point is to continue with containment and observation actions. The RPs will
also continue collecting air samples and oil/water samples for analysis of the tracer fluids to determine if a
leak persists in either line as well as maintaining the containment boom.

EPA, the RPs and the property owner will continue to meet on a regular basis to assess the situation and
determine if further action beyond containment measures will be required.

2.1.3 Enforcement Activities, Identity of Responsible Parties (RPs)
The RPs have been identified as PSE&G and Con Ed, the owners and operators of the transmission lines.
2.1.4 Progress Metrics

USCG reports to date indicate a total of 1,687 gallons have been recovered and appropriately disposed of.
A total loss of oil from the dielectric fluid filled feeder lines was never calculated.

Waste Stream | Medium | Quantity | Manifest# | Treatment | Disposal

2.2 Planning Section
2.2.1 Anticipated Activities

Because of the fact the transmission lines are currently filled with nitrogen in the vicinity of the marina basin
where a leak was suspected, the minimal amount of oil sheen observed on a daily basis and the
cost/benefit and stability limiting factors for any further intrusive work to be conducted, EPA anticipates
continuing containment measures and conducting daily observations of the area will be protective of the
navigable waterway.

2.2.1.1 Planned Response Activities

EPA will continue to meet with the RPs and property owners to discuss actions and observations. EPA will
continue to monitor the situation and anticipates if no change in the situation occurs, containment
measures along with the air sampling and oil/water sampling for the tracer analysis will be protective of
human health and the environment.

2.2.1.2 Next Steps

2.2.2 Issues

It is not anticipated the utility companies will reintroduce dielectric fluid into the two transmission lines in

the near future. If the situation changes and dielectric fluid will be reintroduced into the lines, EPA
recommends an additional pressure/leak test be performed with a single media type within the lines.

2.3 Logistics Section
Logistics are being coordinated by both RPs with the property owner.

2.4 Finance Section
2.4.1 Narrative

EPA obtained FPN E18206 on May 3, 2018 with an intial ceiling of $50,000. The ceiling was subsequently
raised to $250,000 on May 3, 2018.

Estimated Costs *

Total To %
Budgeted Date |[Remaining|/|[Remaining

Extramural Costs

Intramural Costs






USEPA - Direct \ $215,815.00H $2,2oo.00| $213,615.oo| 98.98%
USEPA - InDirect ‘ $34,185.00H $o.oo‘ $34,185.00‘ 100.00%
Total Site Costs ‘$250,000.00‘ $2,2oo.00‘ $247,800.00‘ 99.12%

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the time this
report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final payments made to any
contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not be entirely up-to-date. The cost
accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an exact monetary figure which the
government may include in any claim for cost recovery.

2.5 Other Command Staff
2.5.1 Safety Officer

The Health and Safety Plan developed by the USCG in conjunction with the RPs and property owner
remains in effect.

2.5.2 Liaison Officer
Not applicable.
2.5.3 Information Officer

Not applicable.

3. Participating Entities
3.1 Unified Command
EPA
PSE&G
Con Ed
NADC
3.2 Cooperating Agencies

USCG
NJDEP

4. Personnel On Site

PSE&G has retained Miller Environmental as the clean up contractor maintaining the boom. PSE&G has also
retained Gallagher Marine Systems as a consultant. These individuals are present on-site daily.

NADC has retained the Maritime Alliance Group as a consultant and to conduct Health and Safety oversight of
all activities on the pier and within the marina. These individuals are present on-site daily.

5. Definition of Terms
No information available at this time.

6. Additional sources of information
6.1 Internet location of additional information/report

6.2 Reporting Schedule

Additional Polreps will be issued as needed.

7. Situational Reference Materials
No information available at this time.






